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In the Web Scraping seminar presented by Owner and Founder of Patch and Match, Tim 
Vromans, it becomes clear that web scraping is not all that difficult and can be accomplished 
quite easily. So what is web scraping? Simply put, web scraping is the process of collecting data 
from a website automatically via a robot. 
 
Web scraping is valuable because it provides a quick and easy way to gather information and 
data from a website. Manually looking through a website and its data could take hours or days 
when web scraping can gather data in a matter of minutes. Tim begins the webinar by providing 
an example of himself when he was curious about the number of times songs performed by 
Queen appeared in a list of 2000. To figure this out, he simply pulled up the article, entered 
some info into a web scraping plug-in, and found his answer shortly after. If one wants to 
compare prices of a product on Amazon or wants to create a word cloud of keywords 
customers use most when reviewing products or anything in-between, it can be accomplished 
with web scraping.  
 
Tim recommends using the Google Chrome extension “Webscraper.io” for beginners as it is 
simple and easy to use. With Webscraper.io, one can pinpoint the features of a site that they 
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would like to scrape. In Tim’s example of scraping robot vacuum listings on Amazon, he decided 
to scrape for product link, title, and price to compare prices of robot vacuums across 20 pages 
of results. Once a person is done setting up the elements they want to scrape, the extension 
will automatically scan the page(s) for the data specified and the scraper will start collecting 
information. When the scraper is done scraping, it will export all the data into a CSV file which 
can be opened in Microsoft Excel. From there, the data can be reviewed, and calculations can 
be preformed to draw conclusions.  
 
Web scraping is used for a number of reasons and in a number of industries. Scraping provides 
value to companies looking to gather information to improve their business or to individuals 
curious about how many times a band is mentioned in a list. 
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